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POLICY: PASCAL NEWS (17-Mar-80)

, Pascal News is the official but informal publication of the User's Group.

I Pascal News contains all we (the editors) know about Pascal; we use it as
the vehICIe. to answer all inquiries because our physical energy and
resources for answering individual requests are finite. As PUG grows, we

. unfortunately succunb to the reality of:

1. Having to insist that people wo need to know "about Pascal" join PUG
and read Pascal News - that is why we spend time to produce it!

2. Refusing to return phone calls or answer letters full of questions - we
will pass the questions on to the readership of Pascal News. Please
understand W"iat the collective effect of individual inquiries has at the
"concentrators" (our phones and mailboxes). We are trying honestly to say:
"We cannot premise more that we can do."

I Pascal News is produced 3 or 4 times during an academic year; usually in
..

. September;-1k>vember, February, and May.

AU. THE NE1iS THAT'S FIT, WE PRINT. Please send material (brevity is a
virtue) for Pascal News single-spaced and camera-ready (use dark ribbon and
18.5 em lines!) ----

'Remember: ALL LE'ITERS 1'0US WILL BE PRINTED UNLESS THEY CONTAIN A REQUEST
1'0 THE CONTRARY.

, PascalNews is divided into flexible sections:

POLICY - explains the way- we do things (ALL-PURPOSECOOPON,etc.)

EDITOR'S CONTRIBUTION - passes along the opinion and point of view of the
editor together with changes in the mechanics of PUG operation, etc.

HERE AND THERE WITH PASCAL - presents news from people, conference
announcements and reports, new books and articles (including reviews),
notices of Pascal in the news, history, membership rosters, etc.

APPLICATIONS- presents and doclll1ents source prograns written in Pascal
for various algorit~ns, and software tools for a Pascal environment; news
of significant applications programs. Also critiques regarding
program! algori thm certification, per formance, standards conformance,
style, output convenience, and general design.

IJITICLES- contains formal, suanitted contributions (such as Pascal
philosophy, use of Pascal as a teaching tool, use of Pascal at different
Comp,lter installations ,how to promote Pascal, etc.).

OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS ..; contains short, informal correspondence anong
members W"iich is of interest to the readership of Pascal. News.

IMPLEMENTATION NOTES - reports news of Pascal implementations: contacts
formaintainers, implementors, distributors, and docunentors of various
implementations .as well as where to send bug reports. Qualitative and
quantitative descriptions and oomparisonsof various implementations are
PUblleized. Sections contain information about Portable Pascals, Pascal
Variants, Feature-Implementation Notes, and Machine-Dependent
]mplementations.

~ .,---".



I
,

-I

POLICY: PASCAL USERS GROUP (17-Mar-80)

The Pascal User's Group (POO) pranotes the use of the prograulTling
language Pascal as well as the ideas behind Pascal' through the
vehicle of Pascal News. PUGis intentionally designed to be non
political, and as such; it is not an "entity" which takes stands on
issues or support causes or other efforts however well-intentioned.
Informality is our guiding principle; there are no officers or
meeti~s of PUG.

The increasing availability of Pascal makeslt a viable alternative
for software production and justifies Jts further use.' We all
strive to make using Pascal a respectable activity.

'

Membership: Anyone can join PUG, particularly the Pascal user, teacher,
maintainer, implementor, distributor, or just plain fan.
Memberships from libraries are also encouraged. See the
ALL-PURPOSE COUPON for details.

Purpose:

Facts about Pascal, THE PROORAMMING LANGUAGE:

Pascal is a small, practical, and general-purpose (but not .!!.!:'p'url?Ose)
programming language possessing algorithmic and data structures to aid
systematic programming. Pascal was intended to be easy to learn and read by
humans, and efficient to translate by computers.

Pascal has met these goals and is being used successfully for:
if teaching programming concepts
if developing reliable "production" softw-are
if tmplementing software efficiently on today's machines
if writing portable software

Pascal implementations exist for more than 105 different computer systems, and
this m.rnber increases every month. The "Implementation Notes" section of
Pascal ~ describes how to obtain them.

The standard reference and tutorial manual for Pascal is:

Pascal - User Manual and Report (Second, study edition)
by Kathleen Jensen and Nik1aus Wirth.
Springer-Verlag Publishers: NewYork, Heidelberg, Berlin
1978 (corrected printing), 167 pages, paperback, $7.90.

..

Introductory textbooks about Pascal are described in the "Here and There"
section of Pascal News.
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The progralTlTling language, Pascal, was named after the mathematician and,
religious fanatic Blaise Pascal (1623-1662). Pascal is not an acronym.

Remember, Pascal User's Group is each indi vid ual member's group. We currentl y
have more than 3357 active members in more than 41 countries. this year
Pascal News is averaging more than 120 pages per issue.
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